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ABSTRACT

The Tayra Eira barbara (Mustelidae: Guloninae) is a widespread mesocarnivore that has
been documented from all Paraguayan departments except Amambay, Cordillera and
Misiones. We provide photographic documentation of the species in the former
department at Parque Nacional Cerro Cora, further increasing the presence of the
species within the Paraguayan protected area system. We provide two further
observations of note, a possibly xanthochromistic individual in captivity in Paraguay and
an observation of a breeding den. Though declining, the species is considered to face no
conservation threats in Paraguay.
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RESUMO

A Tayra Eira barbara (Mustelidae: Guloninae) € um mesocarnivoro amplamente difundido
que foi documentado em todos os departamentos paraguaios, exceto Amambay,
Cordillera e Misiones. Fornecemos documentacdo fotografica da espécie no
departamento Amambay do Parque Nacional Cerro Cora, aumentando ainda mais a
presenca da espécie dentro do sistema de areas protegidas paraguaio. Fornecemos

mais duas observagdes dignas de nota, um individuo possivelmente xantocrémico em
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cativeiro no Paraguai e uma observacao de toca de reprodugdo. Embora em declinio,
considera-se que a espécie nao enfrenta ameacgas de conservagao no Paraguai.

Palavras-chave: Amambay, distribuicdo, xantocromismo, refugio, reproducéo

The Tayra Eira barbara (Linnaeus, 1758) is a large Neotropical weasel with a wide
distribution from central Mexico, through Central America, northern South America
(except for the Caatinga of northeastern Brazil), Trinidad and Tobago, southward east of
the Andes to northern Argentina, Paraguay and southern Brazil. West of the Andes, it
occurs south only to northern Peru (Hunter & Barrett, 2011). Paraguayan populations
have been traditionally referred to E. b. barbara (Linnaeus, 1758), however, a recent
study revealed that none of the described subspecies were morphologically identifiable
in large series, and the species is probably best considered monotypic (Schiaffini, 2020).
The species is considered to be of Least Concern globally and nationally in Paraguay
(Saldivar et al., 2017). Few data have been published on the ecology species in Paraguay
beyond some old accounts (Azara, 1802; Rengger, 1830), thus we document some

opportunistic observations of interest for the species from the country.

A new distributional record

A recent review of the distribution of Paraguayan Mustelidae by Smith (2022: 8)
found evidence of the species presence in all of the 17 Paraguayan departments except
Amambay, Cordillera and Misiones department, noting that these gaps “would seem to
be a reflection of low sampling effort rather than a true reflection of absence from these
regions”. This statement was based on the generalist ecological requirements of the
species. Though the Tayra requires forest patches for occupation it is also tolerant of the
proximity of human habitation, agriculture, plantations and is able to persist in disturbed
or fragmented landscapes and habitats (Bianchi et al., 2021). Furthermore, it is known to
occur in all of the Paraguayan ecoregions, including xeric areas (such as the Dry Chaco)
and humid areas (such as the Atlantic Forest and Pantanal) (Smith, 2022). As all of the
conditions for occupancy are met by the departments not yet included in the species
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Paraguayan range, and the species has been documented from neighbouring
departments, presence in these departments may be considered probable in all cases.
Here we remove the doubt from one by confirming the presence of the species in
Amambay.

An apparently adult individual was captured photographically on a camera trap at
18:53 h on 17 April 2024 at Parque Nacional Cerro Cora, Amambay department
(22°39'00" S 56°11'00" W) (Fig. 1). This park belongs to the Cerrado ecoregion of the
northern Oriental region of Paraguay, and the area where the image was taken consists
of medium-height Cerrado forest with an undergrowth of bromeliads and palms. Within
the context of the Paraguayan fauna the species is easily identifiable, and the photograph
conclusively rules out the only two potential confusion species, the felid jaguarundi
Herpailurus yagouaroundi (E. Geoffroy St-Hilaire, 1803) (because of the bushy tail, raised
hindquarters and contrastingly paler head); and the canid bush dog Speothos venaticus
Lund, 1839 (because of the long tail and elongated body shape). The tayra had previously
been considered to be of potential occurrence in this park by Yahnke et al. (1998).

This is the third species of Mustelid documented in Amambay department, along
with giant otter Pteronura brasiliensis (Zimmerman, 1780) and lesser grison Galictis cuja
(Molina, 1782) (Smith, 2022). Though the species was mapped for Amambay (as well as
Cordillera and Misiones departments) by Neris et al. (2002) this publication is generally
discounted for scientific purposes because of the uncritical methodology used which was
based on unscreened local interviews and which greatly over-estimates the ranges of all
species included, thus propagating obvious errors. This is consequently the first

confirmed report of the species for Amambay department.
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Figure 1. An adult specimen photographed at Parque Nacional Cerro Cora, Amambay department on 17

April 2024, the first documentation of the species in that department (Carlos Ortega).

Figure 2. Cavity in the hollow Acrocomia aculeata palm where the den was located at Estancia Arrecife,
36

Concepcion department during November 2022. (Pamela Segovia).
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Figure 3. Two juveniles in the den at Estancia Arrecife, Concepcion department during November 2022,
(Pamela Segovia).

Notes on a reproductive den

Almost all that is known about the breeding of the species is based on captive
accounts (Encke, 1968; Vaughn, 1974; Poglayen-Neuwall, 1975, 1978; Poglayen-
Neuwall & Poglayen-Neuwall, 1976), thus we document brief observations of a den of the
species and associated behaviours from Estancia Arrecife, Concepcion department
(22°15'43" S 57°28'33" W) in the Cerrado zone of the northern Oriental region of
Paraguay.

An adult of the species was observed during November 2022 close to a hollow
Mbocaya palm (Acrocomia aculeata) with an irregular cavity approximately 40 cm from
the ground, the floor of which was at ground level (Fig.2). The palm was located in an
area of bushy scrub, and was surrounded with knee-high vegetation, including spiny

bromeliads. Upon noticing the observer (Pamela Segovia), the adult began to make

Revista Nordestina de Zoologia, 15(1): 33-43. 2025 37



Revista Nordestina de Zoologia
ISSN 1808-7663

»
¥i90109%

grunting noises and remained on the alert close by during the whole process. The cavity
was examined using a camera and two juvenile individuals with open eyes were found to
be present, both of which emitted similar grunts in the presence of the camera (Fig.3).

Five stages of development were defined by Poglayen-Neuwall & Poglayen-
Neuwall (1976). Stage 1 is the infant stage (days 1 to 50) during which cubs suckle and
do not leave the den. The eyes open during this stage at 35 to 47 days after birth
(Poglayen-Neuwall, 1978). Stage 2 is the fledgling stage (days 50 to 75), when cubs leave
the den for short periods, and solid food is provided by the mother in addition to milk.
Stage 3, the weaning stage, (days 75 to 100) includes exploratory excursions with
independent feeding on fruits and insects and the den is abandoned entirely during the
transition stage (days 100 to 200). As the mother was not accompanied by the juveniles
and that their eyes were open and they were alert, we hypothesise that the juveniles were
likely to be in late stage 2 or early stage 3 of development, meaning that birth would
probably have taken place in mid-to late September.

Dens have been previously reported as being located in hollow trees, tree forks,
burrows dug at the base of trees, or in armadillo holes (Rengger, 1830; Gaumer, 1917;
Janzen, 1983; Desbiez & Kluyber, 2013). The observation is consistent with published
literature on litter size of 1 to 3, with a mode of two (Encke, 1968; Vaughn, 1974;

Poglayen-Neuwall, 1975, 1978; Poglayen-Neuwall & Poglayen-Neuwall, 1976).

A captive Paraguayan specimen with possible xanthochromism (Figs. 4 and 5)

A possible xanthochromistic individual was photographed at Zoolégico Juan XXIlI,
Encarnacion, Itapua department, Paraguay on 21 December 2023. Xanthochromism is
caused by a decrease in eumelanin and an increase in phaeomelanin pigments (Cotts et
al. 2024) resulting in an overall creamy or yellow appearance. Though specimens with
these characteristics have regularly been referred to be leucistic (Talamoni et al., 2017,
Mendes-Pontes et al., 2020), we follow the recent review by Cotts et al. (2024) in
considering animals with this yellowish tinge to the pelage to exhibit xanthochromism as

leucism properly refers to a complete absence of pigments resulting in pure white
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appearance. The keepers were unable to confirm the wild origin of this recently arrived
specimen, but the collection is composed largely of rescued individuals from Paraguay.
The specimen shows extensive creamy hairs on the inner side of the limbs, nape and tail,
with these being extensively mixed with greyish hairs on the dorsum, flanks, head and
outer limbs giving an unusual grizzled appearance. The animal has dark eyes, but a lack
of melanins in some areas of the skin can be inferred based on the pink colouration of
the nails and soles of the feet (which would be dark in typical specimens).

A wholly yellow form occurs with typical colour morphs in Guyana, and colour
anomalies have been previously reported for the species in Brazil and Guyana
(Krumbiegel, 1942; Trolle, 2003; Tortato & Althoff, 2007; Aximoff & da Rosa, 2016;
Sobroza et al., 2016; Talamoni et al., 2017; Matos Dias, 2018; Scrich et al., 2019; Greghi
et al., 2020; Mendes-Pontes et al., 2020; Aximoff et al., 2021; Cotts et al., 2024).

Figure 4. A possibly xanthochromistic adult photographed at Zooldgico Juan XXIIl, Encarnacion, Paraguay
on 21 December 2023 (Paul Smith).
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Figure 5. Same individual photographed on 8 June 2025 (Paul Smith).
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